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The Year of the Slug
Well, autumn is definitely in the air and the days are drawing in. It’s been a rather disappointing summer, because although it hasn’t been hot, we haven’t had much rain either. In any case, in a walled garden, once everything is in leaf, not much water reaches the soil. And as we had to replant the border where the wall fell down completely, watering has been a bit of a nightmare – especially when we have to go away every two months. And the slugs! I’ve never seen so many, and they have attacked all kinds of things that they usually don’t do much damage to, such as daylilies. Next year I think I might try a biological control. I haven’t so far because of the expense and because they don’t claim to work for snails – and we have a lot of those too. 

On the plus side, the runner beans are still in full production, although they will probably be finished before the end of October. The courgettes are slowing down, as they always do once the beds don’t get so much sun. I put some of the tomatoes in the greenhouse because they are less prone to blight in there, and this has paid off. The outdoor plants have just suddenly shown symptoms now.  I have rescued most of the fruits, and disposed of the plants, which of course can’t be put in my compost bins. I do use the compost in the pots for mulch in the flower beds, avoiding areas where related plants might be growing. So it could have been a lot worse….  There have been years when I’ve come back from one of our regular absences to find the whole lot destroyed. The lodgers do their best but watering is the trickiest job of the lot, and they can’t really be expected to look out for blight. 

The removal of the evergreen shrubs which had grown into trees has really paid off in terms of light. Unfortunately the sweet cherry died. The suppliers will replace it, but not until next spring, when we hope it will do better.  There are some bright colours in the garden now, mainly perennial salvias and hardy fuchsias, but otherwise there is a feeling that it is all slowing down, which of course it is. But the bulbs I ordered have arrived, the work doesn’t stop, because of course next year must be prepared for!          Tamsin
Award for Forgotten Corners

On Mon. 13th Oct members of IG Forgotten Corners team were in Covent Garden to collect their "Green Corners" awards for "brightening London and enriching the city's biodiversity" from David Bellamy, President of The Conservation Foundation.  IGFC were also given " the special collective award".  Our prizes included an engraved trowel and £50.00 in garden tokens - each. Most generous.  Our thanks go to Sue Lees for her tireless work with the Forgotten Corners project.  Joy
The RHS at the Temple

Did you know that prior to holding their annual flower show at Chelsea, the RHS used to hold them from 1888 to 1911 in the Temple gardens?  So it was natural that in order to commemorate the 400th anniversary of the granting of the Royal Charter to the Inns of Court at Inner and Middle Temple, the RHS decided to host its September flower show there.

As I am currently working at the Royal Hospital Chelsea, I heard about it from our Head Gardener who proudly showed me the Silver Gilt medal for the RHC’s superb display of Coleus. How could I not go! I was surprised when I arrived to find out that the beautiful Temple gardens are apparently only open during the lunch hour for workers in the Temple, so it was an excellent opportunity to see them as well as the exhibits.  As you enter, the borders were impressive, full of mixed planting including dahlias, rudbeckias, several varieties of cosmos, asters, heleniums and many other plants still in full bloom. The colours were superb and well set off by the beautifully maintained green lawns. On the eastern perimeter of the Temple, a long border of salvia clary was almost like a multi coloured carpet. Several of us admired it, quite taken aback.  There was also shade planting under the garden's many ancient trees.

The large marquee, in addition to the RHC’s coleus display, had both floral and vegetable displays.  Chelsea Physic Garden’s display was most interesting and included some of its rare species with several types of chilli pepper.  Clematis featured with many varieties, including a particularly stunning “Jackmanii Superba” in Evison’s display. There were also orchids and some excellent shade plants including unusual ferns.

The Show was quite different in style to Chelsea, more intimate and you could walk freely amongst the stalls without bumper to bumper people. Exhibits included quaint window box displays, interesting interior design features, pottery etc.  I particularly liked the Heuchera display which had an enormous range of this favourite plant of mine with many different colours ranging from Crème Brulee to other red/darker varieties. The exhibitor, who won a Silver Gilt, explained that the leaf colour of Heucheras varies according to how much sun or shade they have.  I should perhaps have known this but did not. Another exhibit featuring Chili peppers won a Gold with a vast range of varieties of  this plant. Well worth a visit and I was even lucky not to get wet late Friday afternoon!             Diane Austin

Green Sky Thinking

It is so easy to be unaware of what is just around the corner.  Newington Green is almost on my doorstep and I have watched the revamping of the gardens there with critical interest, but, until the beginning of last month, I was quite unaware of another garden being developed just behind the late 17th century houses on the west side of the green.  By a happy chance, I then met architect Justin Bere who has recently completed his new award winning ecologically designed home and office building at The Muse in Poets Road.  The building, which was opened to the public on 26 September as part of the Open House Green Skies event (the weekend after London Open House), is fascinating in itself.  
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 But the main interest for me was the roof garden.  This is on several levels with naturalistic features including an area of wildflower meadow.  I did not see it at its summer best, but it was still stunning to see what could be achieved at rooftop level, especially the number of trees.  With an obvious limit on size, hawthorn is much in evidence.  This reflects an aim for native and therefore wild planting – largely but not entirely achieved.  "Native", as Sue's wildlife group know, can be a debatable term which purists would reserve for what was already in Britain at the time we split from the continent at the end of the last ice age!  For present purposes it was extended to cover a few more recent colourful naturalised items like species fuchsia (South America) and crocosmia (South Africa) – which both make it into my wildflower "bible".  
Justin was kind enough to send me some summer pictures, one of them included here and the rest passed to Sue for the website.  All I need now is to wangle another visit next year when the meadow is in bloom.  More about the building and Justin's design work on his blog site www.bere-blog.co.uk.   Alison
IG Website 
Our website has had a revamp, which we hope people will find attractive, as well as eventually being faster for the operator to update.   It is easier to post comments, and we hope that more people will do this.   Don't miss Mark Donaldson's illustrated article about the transformation of a patch of concrete into a productive vegetable garden.  The website address continues to be:   www.islingtongardeners.org.uk
Islington Gets Gold 
Greenspace are justifiably cock a hoop that Islington won Gold in this year's London in Bloom competition and,  being placed Best in Category, even beat Kensington and Chelsea.  So, whatever you thought of all those troughs and baskets of geraniums and petunias, give them a round of applause.
 

Judging was in early July when the judges assessed the borough's floral displays, parks, private gardens and businesses as well as looking to see how clean the streets were. With a record number of entries to the borough's own Islington in Bloom competition, the staff at Greenspace had plenty of places to show the judges, including schools, community gardens, front gardens and businesses.  The gold standard recognises the tremendous effort put in by all those involved and Islington Gardeners received thanks from the Council for their part in this.  Further success came with King Henry's Walk Gardens placed First in London in Bloom Community Garden Award, and the Angel Town Centre Third in the London in Bloom Town and City Centre Award.
Wildlife Gardening
The recently formed Islington Wildlife Gardeners Group has made visits to various local nature-sites, starting with Joy Chamberlin’s Forgotten Corner, the Campdale Road hedge, luckily before its summer shave by out-of-control Glendale staff.  Thanks to a kind invitation from Paula Tomlinson, we then went to the Barbican Wildlife Garden, a private 2,000 sq metre haven of meadow, trees and hedging on the edge of the Barbican viewable by passers-by through a gap in the native hedge on Fann Street.  Most recently we have been to the Arvon Road Allotments and Olden Gardens in Whistler Street, Highbury (the second largest area of woodland in Islington), thanks to kind invitations from Chris Ashby, Pat Tuson, Jane Howells and Jill McKeown.  Some of us also went and heard David Bevan’s “Wildflowers in the Garden” talk to the de Beauvoir Gardeners, and later joined him on a guided walk round Coldfall Wood in Muswell Hill.  We have concluded our inspections of nature with relaxed refreshments whenever possible. 
We are intending to connect with the soil more directly in the Archway Cuttings during the autumn, and also to help with hedge-laying at Freightliners Farm.   If you would like to join the Group please email Sue Lees at  Susan@lees.org.uk  We would be delighted to welcome wildlife gardening enthusiasts, whether fully informed or novices, and with or without their own garden.

Taking this theme a little further, at the IG AGM on 18 November we are looking forward to Marc Carlton’s presentation on his own wildlife garden in Penge.  This is a very beautiful garden for nature (definitely not a bramble and nettle jungle), with particular focus on wild bees.   Marc and his partner Nigel Lees (no relation) have lived in Penge, South London, for 18 years. They were always keen gardeners, but in recent years Marc, also a  keen amateur naturalist,  took the opportunity of a two year career break to subtly re-fashion the garden to maximize its benefit to wildlife, while retaining its character. The garden has since won several awards and featured in magazines. Marc will explain his approach, and suggest ways that gardeners can make their gardening wildlife- friendly. Marc believes that wildlife-friendly gardening is fun, easy, and can lead to varied and beautiful gardens.  He also has an excellent website:  www.foxleas.com so do take a look.  Sue Lees
Chiswick House Kitchen Garden

If you didn't get to the Chiswick House Kitchen Garden Open Day on 21 September, you missed a treat.  Despite eating into a weekend of Open House visits, Pat and I went and it was wonderful! We only saw one more of you there but maybe more went along. Very relaxing wandering  around this highly productive green space, eating and drinking sitting in the sun and talking to the hard working kitchen gardeners, who were not over-chuffed by plans to modernise the place. Let's hope their fears are unfounded and it evolves into a great place to work and visit, even if it's not as creatively ramshackle as it currently is. See the feature article in September's issue of The Garden magazine for more information about this magic place.   You can also keep up to date via the website www.kitchengarden.org.uk  Happy Gardening!       Chris Ashby
Plastic Pots
Following the analysis of the problem of plastic plant pot mountains which appeared in our January newsletter,  IG member Sylvia Chambers  has established that Capital Gardens, who own the Highgate Garden Centre and the Ally Pally Garden Centre, will take back customers’ unwanted pots.  They then sterilise the pots, and reuse them in all six of their London centres and their landscape gardening operations, and pass them on to local suppliers.   This is a practical way of dealing with the problem of unwanted plant pots, and Capital Gardens should be applauded for their initiative.   IG members clearing out their pot piles should remember that they get a 10% discount for weekday purchases at the Highgate and Ally Pally Garden Centres  
Softwood cuttings workshop
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On Sunday, July 27th, a small group of keen Islington gardeners attended a workshop on how to take softwood cuttings.  We met in Alison Barlow’s lovely walled garden, on what was one of the hottest afternoons of the summer so far, and sat in the shade of a large apple tree whilst Alison took us through the process step by step.  We learnt which plants were suitable for softwood cuttings, what type of compost to use, and how to nurture the cuttings until they have rooted and can be planted out.  We were served with a delicious home made cream tea, and Alison was very knowledgeable and answered all our queries with endless patience.  We left clutching all sorts of bits and pieces from her garden, determined to go forth and multiply.  
Alison plans to repeat this workshop next summer, perhaps a little earlier in the season, so, if you are interested in trying propagating from cuttings for the first time, or just want to pick up some tips, do make a note to come along.  Jennie

This is the demonstration pot which I did at the workshop.  The picture was taken at the beginning of October and all the cuttings have duly rooted.  They will be ready to pot off singly next spring and will then need to grow on for several months to get to a big enough size to plant out into the garden.  This will probably be about midsummer 2009 so they will not make it to next year's Spring Plant Sale.  As you can see, there are several convolvulus cneorum, a couple of golden variegated euonymus and a trachelospermum.   Alison
Organic Gardeners Forum 
The new Islington Organic Gardeners Forum hosted a Mini Horticultural Show at the Green Living Centre on 18 September.  Despite the short notice, the event was a great success with over 60 attendees and 34 entries in the show.  Let us hope that this will become a regular event so that we can plan our individual or joint entries with more time. 
The Forum meets monthly at the Green Living Centre, 222 Upper Street.  They aim to increase the number of gardeners in the borough and hope to attract a range of people who may benefit from it.  They are therefore looking for people who are interested in sharing their views and experience and working together on a variety of projects.  They would particularly like to hear from people currently involved with community gardening groups and to hear ideas on further promoting horticulture and organic gardening in Islington.  This includes suggestions on, how the forum could help you to support your group, and how groups might benefit from more mutual support.  Contact Kerry Kirwan on 020 75276726 or email greenliving@islington.gov.uk 

Gardens to visit by Bus and Train
This garden has an area its original creator bluntly called "The Lunatic Asylum".  It could spark several epithets for bits of our own plots – "Disaster Area" anyone?  Or "Hell Hole"?  I came across it within the four acres of  Myddleton  House Gardens, near Enfield, created in the nineteenth century by E.A Bowles, expert botanist, author and artist.  It is now run by the Lee Valley Regional Park Authority. 

I made my visit in July when the display of the national collection of  award winning bearded iris was past, as was the 105 year old Wisteria, but there were many compensations. Water lilies, red and lemon yellow among the white, spread across the large, irregular-shaped pond overlooked by a terrace.  There, large pots held tender plants – the peardrop colours of Lantana Camara; Tulbaghia Violaceae with its delicate starry flowers; Solanum Rantonnettii with flowers of a brighter purple than S. Glasnevin; masses of pelargoniums.  Old, mossy paths wound past large borders which favoured a hot theme.  In the Field Bed, a Mount Etna broom the size of a small tree was fronted by evening primrose and fig-leaved hollyhocks.  The Foxtail Lily border (not yet in flower) featured orange day lilies and exceptionally tall yellow verbascums.   Elsewhere, cooler pinks and silver foliage were set within box-edged beds.  The rose garden was laid out around a replica medieval Market Cross brought from Enfield a hundred years ago.  Inside an old conservatory leaning against the house itself, my eye was caught by Impatiens Niamniamensis or “Congo Cockatoo” flaunting lurid red and green flowers; and by Anigozanthus Flavidus  “Kangaroo Paw”. Several of these plants are for sale inside a small marquee which houses a hot drink machine.  This is the extent of the refreshments available, so do take a picnic.  There are plenty of benches scattered throughout the gardens where you can sit and enjoy it.  And the "Lunatic Asylum"?  Bowles had planned the area for Japanese plants but had to "find a home for some trees and shrubs of abnormal characteristics that I had been collecting….”. 
Details  :Myddleton House, Bulls Cross, Enfield EN2 9HG Tel. 01992 702200 www.leevalleypark.org.uk .  Open April to September 10.0 – 4.30; October to March 10.0 – 15.00. Ticket £3, concession £2.50.  The price includes a leaflet on plants of interest for each month.  Autumn will feature cyclamen and autumn crocus, while after Christmas come snowdrops, scented winter shrubs and a succession of bulbs in the Alpine meadow.  Later there will be celandines (such as chelidonium majus E.A. Bowles) and wallflowers (like Erysimum Bowles Mauve). Victoria line tube to Seven Sisters, then Cheshunt train to Turkey Street (twice hourly).  Freedom pass valid all the way.  Turn right out of station, then right into Turkey Street itself.  Continue along residential road to reach a dual carriageway (A10 Great Cambridge Road).  Use underpass to reach far side, then continue along Turkey Street, now a country lane.  Cross a bridge over the New River and soon see black and gold gates of Myddleton House drive ahead.  About 15mins. walk from station. MR 
The Last Coach Trip

We reported the problems with coach drivers and their sat nav in the last issue.  Joy wrote to the coach company to complain but received no response.  We will not be using that company next time.
Thank you again to Jackie for organising this trip.

Growing Gardeners

Gardening has been growing at Thornhill Primary School .  Assistant Head Emyr Fairburn, supported by parents and staff, is currently coordinating gardening at the school in Thornhill Rd, N1.  Having begun as one parent working with children to plant up some troughs in the playground, it became a regular weekly club for Year 4 children (ie 8/9 year olds) who, it was felt, would be long enough in the school to see the fruits of their labours.  A pair of Year 4 pupils have been able to take part in planting, weeding, watering etc each week, with some extra watering being done as needed by parent volunteers and Premises Manager.  We have planted up beds near the outdoor classroom, and pots in the Lofting Road entrance area (aided by grants from the West Area Community Chest scheme).  The Reception class garden area has had some new plants put in it and the staff, pupils, and parents teamed up to plant some vegetables in the summer term.  

We are working on the other outside areas meanwhile.  Of course, as with gardens everywhere, they are all a ‘work in progress’!  There are a number of different kinds of plants in the pots and flower beds around and inside the school, including some herbs to help towards the school meals which we provide ourselves.  The Year 4 children have also been doing some gardening as part of their curriculum work, and, as you can see if you look through the Lofting Road entrance gate, there are two new vegetable planters for which Mr Fairburn secured a grant.  Having talked with staff at the school, he plans that children in all the different year groups will have the chance to be involved at some level in gardening projects and to integrate gardening with the children’s learning across different subject areas.  

Of course support from the local community is very welcome, in addition to that from people who have children currently in the school.  If you would be interested in donating time or anything else, please contact Emyr Fairburn via the Thornhill school office, Tel 7607  4162, or email:  thornhill@thornhill.islington.sch.uk.    Lucy Kilborn
Hortus

Is there any member who takes the journal Hortus and keeps the back copies.  Jan Elson is looking for a short loan of issues 54-57 (from 2000-01).  Contact her on elsonjan@hotmail.com if you can help.
Feedback Wanted

Do you make any use of the "Events for Gardeners" section in the newsletter?  And have you ever been to a lecture or open garden as a result of seeing it listed here?  Would you miss the section if it were removed or shortened to cover our own and neighbouring garden society events only – possibly with substitution of a more regularly updated events section on the website?  If you want to keep the section, are you willing to compile it?  Write to me or email me about this.  Addresses at the foot of this page.  Alison 
Events for Gardeners October to December
Islington Gardeners

AGM 2008: Tuesday 18 November from 7pm at St James's Hall, Prebend Street, Islington N1

Ecology Centre Events

Details may be found in Enjoy Islington (the new name for the Greenspace and Leisure Events Booklet) available from the Ecology Centre 191 Drayton Park N5  tel 7354 5162 or on the Islington Council website.  The new edition covering late autumn and winter is due out very shortly.
Lectures

Highlights of autumn and winter lecture programmes include:

The Garden History Society:  Study day on Fruit in Historic Gardens, 15 November 9.30 – 4.30, see separate note/booking form enclosed. 
London Parks & Gardens Trust:  The Gardens and Green Assets of the Peabody Estate, 10 November;  Urban Parks – Towards a Viable Future, 9 February;  Mile End Park – 20th Century Plan, 21st Century Vision, 6 April. All 7.00pm at the Garden Museum (formerly Musdum of Garden History), £6 members, £7 non-members. 
NCCPG:  AGM and Winter Party - Saturday 15th November, 12.30 - 3.30pm at the Welsh Centre, 157-163 Gray's Inn Road, London WC1X 8UE. Tickets £7.50, obtained from Peter Lloyd, Tel: 020 8348 6487. 
More information on websites:  Garden History Society www.gardenhistorysociety.org.uk, NCCPG www.nccpg.com, London Parks & Gardens Trust www.londongardenstrust.org.uk.  And don't forget the Royal Horticultural Society www.rhs.org.uk. 
De Beauvoir Gardeners
Tuesday talks.  First Tuesday each month at St Peter's Church De Beauvoir, entrance off Northchurch Terrace. 

4th November: Matt Warburton, The Isbindi Project: Creating Gardens, Working with Children and Carers in the Eastern Cape of South Africa;  2nd December: Anthony Noel, Fabulous Foliage;  6th January: De Beauvoir Gardeners' New Year Party.  

More information www.debeauvoirgardeners.org.uk.
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