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High Summer Evolution

Coming home to my garden after a fortnight abroad in high summer brings home how swiftly things change, especially if there is a hot spell. The opium poppies which had one or two buds unfurling would seem to be in the same state – if it were not for all the seed pods showing what a show it must have been. At least they will be good for dried flower arrangements. On the other hand two of the clematis are in their full first glorious outburst – ‘Perle d’Azur’, which must be one of the most floriferous, and the herbaceous durandii, which is a deeper blue. And although I left the garden in a better state than usual, there are any number of things clamouring to be done. Pleasures to come, or extra pressure, or both, perhaps.       TH

Spring Plant Sale

I am pleased to report that the sale raised £450 – just over £100 more than the 2004 sale.  Of this, £50 was donated to the Alzheimer’s Society in thanks to Alison for use of her garden and in recognition of the fact that, after her sale for AS was badly rained off on the previous Thursday, Islington Gardeners inherited almost all of her unsold stock.  JC
Hint for next year’s sale:  some of you who contributed plants this year provided photos of their plants in flower.  This proved very helpful, so, if you have a digital camera and a plant you could propagate which does not flower at the time of the IG sale, do take a picture of the flowers to attach to your pot.   
In memoriam: Vi Marriott (1921-2005) 

On a very sad note I have to report the death of Vi Marriott - a very keen Islington Gardener.  Vi had a small south facing garden near Highbury Grange which was always full of colour.  Although she became disabled she did enjoy the IG coach trips saying that she felt privilidged to visit the houses and gardens of others.  All her spare time was spent fundraising for Friends of Whittington Hospital.  Over the years she raised many thousands of pounds for this charity.  I shall miss her.  Eve Knott.

 

Vi's last coach trip was to Cliveden in February.  I will remember her as a distinguished lady with a very smart hat.  Her gentle dignity and genuine warmth will be greatly missed.  JC.

Cakes and Rain:  Islington Gardeners Outing to Copton Ash and Godinton Park on 14 April
The rain fairy was booked in on this trip but could not spoil our pleasure.  In these days when most commercially sold plants are “manufactured” in environment controlled greenhouses, often over in Holland, it was a delight to go to a nursery which not only offered a selection of plants not normally readily available but also raised them themselves.  Copton Ash is family run and clearly a labour of love by real plant enthusiasts.  We were made very  welcome by Gillian Ingram who guided us round her garden and greenhouses and cheerfully answered questions about propagating techniques.  Even on such a grey day, the garden was a delight and my abiding memory, is of a wide range of anemone nemorosa varieties echoing the species we saw from the coach windows in the Kentish woods.  Sadly, there were none of these for sale so I was saved from seeing them fail in the dry hungry soil of my garden.  Gillian also welcomed us, wet shoes and all, into her kitchen where she provided tea and coffee and a wonderful spread of homemade cakes.  We all came away with interesting purchases and I can see my iris pallida argenteo-variegata from my window as I write.

At Godington, with the rain intensifying, we were pleased that the garden had a lovely Jacobean house attached to it.  This was a private home until the late 1990’s when it was left to its own preservation trust, giving it a nice personal feel in contrast with the National Trust/English Heritage formula.   At tea, the cakes were again home made and we were very replete with cake by the time, as the rain let up a little, we went out into the greenhouses and garden.  This was designed in 1902 as a revival of a 17th century formal garden and is currently being progressively restored with some sections redesigned. At this early stage in the season, most of the colour was provided by spring bulbs and the formal shape was strongly evident.  Friendly gardeners at work pruning shrubs on the terrace confirmed that the lush and healthy foliage received manure from the home farm cattle we could see grazing in the fields beyond the wild garden.  Trays of seedlings in the large heated greenhouses promised summer interest and fine large specimens of indoor plants showed where the decorative plants in the house came from.  This garden is well worth a return visit later in the year when it is in its full glory. AB
Barnsbury Garden Walk 
On 4th June 2005 our members  visited six gardens in Barnsbury, all of which, in different and contrasting ways, showed how a virtue can be made of the proximity of neighbours and restricted space.
Visitors to the Malvern Terrace NGS opening in spring will be familiar with the its front gardens, but we had the privilege of seeing two of the back gardens, both of which illustrate the pleasure and benefits of a north facing plot: shade, shelter, and a south facing wall opposite the house.  

Jill Leman’s garden is planned and planted with a painterly eye, to maximise the use of space.  A palm tree, roses, and a variety of unusual plants that had us all clamouring “what is it”. Her garden is also has statues, a fountain (with resident frog) an arched trellis with a variety of climbers. Her secluded front garden, with pond, has another dramatic palm. 

Ann Lefanu’s courtyard garden leads from the house and is simple and overflowing with foliage: trachylospermum, a burgeoning ceanothus, a red rose subtly echoed by a red veined creeper. Her front garden has an immaculate lawn and borders themed in pinks and plums, and is filled with pots stacked with a variety of plants.

Peter Willis’s Hemingford Road garden exemplifies the virtues of a long, narrow plot and the scope for gardening in compartments. The end of the garden is dominated by a huge ancient sycamore, host to an equally vast Kiftsgate rose. Interesting trees and shrubs (some self-seeded) are there in abundance including a Magnolia Sieboldii in flower by the back door, and striking unusual conifers. A garden of hidden delights in a naturalistic style. 

In complete contrast is Diana and Stephen Yakely’s garden in College Cross. In architectural style, it shows how modern features can enhance a 19th century house, with glass instead of railings, and a dark Japanese style fence instead of a garden wall. The garden focuses on a group of four birches at the end of the garden flanked by glossy greenery, mostly shrubs some pruned into unusual shapes, and some of the largest hostas I have ever seen in metallic pots to complement the dark grey paving. 

Julia Fish, in Liverpool Road, has a huge balcony majestically surveying her and her neighbours’ gardens and trees, including next door’s enviable tree house and her own Black Forest inspired garden shed, a feature in itself. Facing the ground floor of the house is s stainless steel waterfall. A garden that has the best of modern and traditional and imaginatively uses its surroundings including a high wall coated in Virginia creeper, transformed into a dramatic backdrop.

Jennifer Vernor Miles’garden in  Mountsford Terrace is again surrounded by large trees, secluded and peaceful, with a terraced walkway, gravel bottomed pond, shrubs, both clipped and  naturalistic, herbaceous and shrubby perennials, roses, and a wonderful scarlet salvia. A country garden, almost a vicarage garden, and difficult to  believe that it is the middle of a city.

We concluded with tea at the Albion pub. 

The garden owners all received us with overflowing hospitality and patience, answering questions that must have become rather tedious by the third enquiry. Our grateful thanks to them for their time and trouble in opening their gardens to us and entertaining us. Thanks also to Pat Wardroper and Diane Austin who organised the walk. 

Ideas and suggestions for next years’ garden walk to Judith Parker, 36 St Mary’s Grove, N1 2 NT, 0207 359 4080, Jmfparker@aol.com  JP
Far Away but Sometimes Familiar
IG member Margaret Harris hails from New Zealand and urges a visit to her homeland where native and introduced flora enjoy a wide variety of habitats and fascinating gardens can be created.  It is winter now of course, but, although Christmas is always a great time to go there, many other seasons have equal attractions.

Since New Zealand is long and thin with a backbone of high mountain ranges on both islands, the climate is as varied as the topography and the native flora unique.  Some parts of the country have a climate not unlike the British Isles, so familiar introduced plants are evident – maybe growing in a more robust and colourful manner.  But a traveller will find everything from sub-tropical mangroves to broad-leaved forest, tussock grassland and bush up to the snowline.  Coastal areas have wind resistant natives like hebes and olearias that have been available in nurseries here for years.  The pohutakawa, flaming scarlet, enhances the shorelines in December.

Apart from their enjoyment of the indigenous vegetation, New Zealanders are enthusiastic gardeners with highly developed plant breeding programmes, so you see new cultivars of plants you know in open gardens.

Urban planting is interesting with banks of agapanthus and other introductions from South Africa.  In recent years, city parks departments have been filling in street corners with lavenders, ground spreading rosas and colourful varieties of native flax.  Highlights of a garden tour might be New Plymouth in October for the rhododendrons, Hamilton in November for roses and Christchurch for its noted botanical gardens.

As its native plants testify, New Zealand is oceanic and windy.  Southerly gales can sweep in suddenly before blowing themselves out in 3 days when hot bright sunlight returns.  The weather, like the landscape, is vigorous.  For me, the best time to visit is February to May – but be sure to pack a windproof!  MMH

QUIZ:  NAME THAT PLANT – Prize:  £10 in garden vouchers
Congratulations to Christine Risdon of Highbury, the winner of the April quiz.  The Garden Vouchers are on their way to her.  The answer was: ASTER, made up of :

1.
AJUGA (= bugle) [Blows its own trumpet with a late spring carpet of blue]
2.
STOCK (eg Brompton or night scented) [Might lurk near Harrods, or perfume the night]
3.
THRIFT (Armeria Maritima) [Careful spender at the seaside]
4.
ESCHOLZIA (= Californian Poppy) [Botanical name for a showy summer annual whose common name is that of a one time well known cheap scent]
5.
ROWAN [Shapely small tree with ferny leaves and bright orange berries].

Five letters again for the July plant:
1.
Floral emblem of Scotland

2.
Pennies to turn at a full moon

3.
A wild weed of a thousand leaves with cultivated garden relatives

4.
Sweet scented little darling

5.
Small evergreen leaves and pink or white flowers on a good hedging shrub

The whole is low, aromatic and mat forming; creeping sorts are good in paving, the common one is for the pot.
Answers to:  Alison Barlow, 1 Bingham Street, N1 2QQ, or email Alisonbarlow47@aol.com. By 31 August please.

Fox Tales
A group of items about urban foxes inspired by an exchange at last year’s AGM between two members who had both found themselves having to dispose of the body of a fox which had died in their garden.  Both live in Canonbury.  The Council were inconsistent and not very helpful.  We have since learnt that the Ecology Centre on 7354 5612 will give assistance, but this was not known to either member at the time.  
Death in the Garden – 1

I saw the fox at dawn several days running curled up apparently asleep on the dry patch of my lawn where a neighbour’s huge dense sycamore tree acts as an umbrella.  He moved away swiftly when I went outside.  Then one morning I had an early meeting and left without going into the garden.  When I got home that evening, he was still there and clearly dead.  What could I do?  Bury him?  There is no spare bit of ground, and with it dry and hard I doubted my ability to dig deep enough to safely inter a fox sized corpse.  Put it out for the dustmen?  The weather was warm and muggy and it was several days before our collection was due – and in any case I was uneasy about a corpse dead of some unknown disease probably going into landfill.  I rang the Council refuse people who said they had no facility for dealing with dead animals and suggested I try the RSPCA.
The RSPCA at Finsbury Park were helpful and said they would cremate the corpse if I could get it to them.  How to do it.  I prefer to tackle the one way system up there by bike rather than by car.  Could I put the corpse on a bicycle carrier?  Yes it was possible.  I manoeuvred it with a spade into an extra strong black plastic bag and fastened it with several cable ties (it  S*T*A*N*K!), found a bit of wood from a skip to support the parcel (rigor mortis having now gone off) and made my way to Sonderberg Road.  The entrance to the animal hospital was surrounded with large lads from the estates bringing their dogs to the low price vet service.  They crowded round and asked what I had in the bag.  When I said “a dead fox”, they retreated at speed as if pursued by zombies.  So much for looking tough!  The hospital staff were more pragmatic, received my bag and a donation to the charity and, to my great relief, took it away.  AB
Death in the Garden – 2

Most mornings I would open the bedroom shutters to find Mr Fox sitting waiting for me, always on the same patch of grass, head on one side as if to say “Look at me and at all the lovely holes I made in your lawn last night”.  Then, with a swish of his handsome russet tail, he would amble off for a warm up by the compost heap.

In summer, he liked  to snooze in the sun against a south facing wall , trampling over the flowerbed to get there, undeterred by a mass of broken crocks put to keep him away.  Then one morning he wasn’t sitting in his usual place but lying there, legs stretched stiffly in front of him - dead.
What to do with a large dead fox?  Pest control said put him in the dustbin!  I explained that I was an old lady who could not even lift him – but, unless I was a council tenant, they could do nothing to help.  The cleansing department said they would remove him if got onto the pavement in a bag.  Fortunately, later in the morning men came to do their monthly digging up a bit of the road and a nice chap bagged him for me and hauled him onto the pavement.  He refused a tip but we marked the passing of Mr Fox with tea and biscuits on the front step.  JD
I do not like you Mr Fox – a personal view
When I was a child living in the country half a century ago, the only foxes I encountered, with one exception, were fictional ones.  Storybook foxes are usually villainous predators on rabbits, hens, ducks etc. and my real fox, a dead one seen lying in the yard of the farmer down the road after being shot raiding the henhouse, fitted the pattern.  A A Milne’s verse about the “three little foxes who kept their handkerchiefs in cardboard boxes”, a rare example of fluffy fictional foxes, is clearly about children rather than animals.  Foxes were certainly about, but they were not seen in our gardens or on the roads nor were they in evidence in a field converted to allotments on the edge of the copse where we played.  I infer that they were not that thick on the ground.
Five years ago I saw the occasional fox in Islington.  Twenty-five years ago when I moved to my present house, I had heard there were urban foxes on the outskirts of London but had never seen any.  These days I see foxes virtually every day, either in my garden or in the street.  Usually it is a single fox.  Sometimes there are two, occasionally three or more.  I am seeing greater numbers this year than ever before and the trail of destruction wreaked on my garden has escalated in proportion.  If it were just holes in the lawn it might be bearable.  But it is much more than that.  They scramble over the walls and tear down the climbers, they roll on low shrubs and break off the branches,  they dig in the asparagus bed and have killed at least half the crowns, they dig up bulbs, they make their path through a carefully nurtured and cherished patch of alstromerias.  They seem to have an instinct for choosing a plant to destroy just as it is coming into flower.  Humans doing the same might be in line for an ASBO.
Clearly, fox numbers have increased and are increasing.  In my view, they ought to be diminished.  This does not mean I want to go out and shoot them, much less hunt them with dogs.  But we do need to think what has led to their population explosion and, bearing in mind that the average lifespan of any individual is only around three years, what we can do to reverse it.  There is little doubt that it is human habits which have encouraged them.  Too many of us buy fast food, eat part of it and drop the rest in a bin (if not in the street!).  Leftovers, including meat, go into the refuse which usually gets put out in tearable plastic bags.  Restaurants put the leftovers from their customers’ plates out in bags for the bin men to collect.  A few misguided people actually feed them.  Nature made the fox a predator, but the urban fox is a scavenger for which the streets of London are paved with half eaten chickens.  His place in the London ecology is that of Greater Red Rat.  
Discouraging this rat, as well as the smaller grey and black kinds, means reducing, ideally to nil, the time that waste food is available to scavengers.  Some actions by the Council, like the nightly emptying of litter bins on main roads, are useful contributions.  But there is more which might perhaps be tried, such as the communal composting of domestic food waste successfully pioneered in nearby Clapton.   Or action to ensure that food waste from restaurants and fast food outlets is put out for collection in animal proof containers.
Fox Advice
Islington Council have a useful advice note on urban foxes.  This is too long to reproduce in full in the newsletter, but we may be able to include it, or a link to it, on the Islington Gardeners website which is being revamped.  I have not traced the full note on the Council’s own website although a short note covering much the same ground can be accessed by entering “fox advice” in the search box.  Among other things, they recommend securing food waste in wheelie bins or similar, using animal deterrents such as those marketed for deterring cats and dogs and ensuring there are no gaps in fences through which they can get into your garden.  From experience, I can say that one deterrent marketed specifically for foxes did not work and had a very strong and unpleasant smell, but one for dogs and cats proved better.  The note also advises against feeding foxes as this may reduce their wariness of humans.  Fox dens (earths), which may be under sheds or similar locations, should not be blocked while they are occupied and cubs are being raised but can be blocked once vacated – usually about the end of June.    AB
Forgotten Corners 
Islington Gardeners’ Forgotten Corners’ Team received honourable mention in the Islington Gazette at the beginning of the month as part of ‘The Year of the Volunteer 2005’, nominated by the Islington Ecology Centre.   It is most encouraging that our efforts are appreciated by the Council.  Meanwhile, several IG Forgotten Corners have been entered for Islington in Bloom.  Please remember that much Forgotten Corner gardening does not produce an instant effect,  the tough conditions dictate that most plants take several years to establish themselves and get themselves into flowering size. 

If any (new) members are not familiar with the Forgotten Corners concept, but would like to take on the responsibility for planting and maintenance of a neglected  patch  (as microscopic as you like) of probably publicly owned land  close to their home, please contact me on 0207 272 3646.     Sue Lees
For Sale

We were given a brand new and unused electric water fountain pump to sell at the Spring Sale but forgot to put it out!  It is Hozelock brand and capable of maximum 700 litres per hour flow.  This will support a small fountain up to 2’6”high (depending on pattern chosen) or water feature or mini waterfall.  Cost new was £39.99.  Best offer over £5 received by 31 July buys it.  Contact Alison at the address at the end of the newsletter.

Events for Gardeners April to June

Plant Sales

Saturday 9 July 12.30-4 pm St Paul’s Shrubbery Festival, the Shrubbery (off  St  Paul’s Place and Northampton Park)
Sunday 11 September 11 am -5 pm NCCPG London Group Autumn Plant Sale, St Michael’s School, Highgate

Ecology Centre Events

These events are all free unless stated otherwise.  More details in Islington Greenspace and Leisure Events Booklet available from the Ecology Centre 191 Drayton Park N5  tel 7354 5162.  The current edition, and our extract from it, goes only to the end of July.  A new one will be available in time for the beginning of August. 

Botany Evening Talks Tuesdays 6.30 - 8 pm 17 May - 26 July

Highbury Fields Tree Walk Wednesday 13 July 1-3 pm, meet outside Highbury Pool

On the Wing – winged beasts in Gillespie Park, Sunday 31 July 2-3 pm

Gillespie Park Festival, 11 September 2-6 pm
Local Gardens Open under the National Gardens Scheme 2005
24 July 2-6


13 College Cross, N1

14 August, 2-6

1A Hungerford Road, N7

Gardens Open for Red Cross

Bedfordshire

Sunday 24 July  2 - 5 pm - Oakley House, Oakley NW of Bedford

Hertfordshire 

Sunday 10 July  2 - 5 pm - 4 gardens in Chipperfield, Nr. Kings Langley £4.00 

Sunday 10 July 2 - 5 pm - Town garden trail, Cheshunt. £3.50 Start at 11 Marina Gdns. Take college Rd. exit from A10, second left into Blindmans Lane. Marina Gdns. is second rd. on left opp. Bursley School

Sunday 17 July  2 - 5 pm 35 Digswell Road, Welwyn Garden City AL8 7PB

Sunday 24 July  2 - 5 pm  Henry Moore Foundation, Perry Green, Much Hadham SG12 8BX

Sunday 31 July  2 - 5 pm Gosmore House,Gosmore, Hitchin SG4 7H0

Sunday 31 July  2 - 5 pm Hunton Park, Hunton Bridge, Abbotts Langley WD4 8PN

Sunday 7 August  2 - 5 pm Hyde House, Old Uxbridge Road, W Hyde, Rickmansworth WD3 9XH
Sunday 7 August  2 - 5 pm Hopleys Garden & Nursery, Much Hadham, SG10 6BU
For directions and more gardens in Kent, Surrey, Essex & Sussex, see www.redcross.org.uk/opengardens
(our thanks to Mary Rutter for introducing us to this garden visiting opportunity)

Lectures/Seminars 

Saturday 16 July 11am – 3 pm:  A Stroll through Garden History, Yalding Organic Gardens, Benover Road, Yalding, Kent more information from Henry Doubleday Research Association 01622 814650 or  www.hdra.org.uk.
Volunteers Wanted
Martineau Community Nursery, 1 Elwood Street N5 are looking for a volunteer or volunteers to look after their front garden and their vegetable plot.  They plan to fundraise to pay the volunteers a modest amount.  Anyone interested contact Nuala Ryan on 07976 025743
The Dorcas Project, based just off Essex Road, is a volunteer befriending scheme for older people and disabled adults.  A couple of their existing volunteers offer gardening help and they are therefore willing to take referrals.  They are also looking for more gardeners volunteers.  Contact:  Herve Nourisson on 7226 1700.  More information about the Dorcas Project on www.canonburybaptistchurch.org/dorcas.
Next Newsletter – early October – last date for copy 20th September to Alison Barlow, 1 Bingham Street N1 2QQ or alisonbarlow47@aol.com
Essex 

Sunday 17 July  2 - 5 pm Spains Hall, Finchingfield

Sunday 24 July  2 - 5 pm Great Gregories Farm, Epping

Sunday 7 August  2 - 5 pm Whitelilies, Ramsden Heath

Sunday 14 August  1- 6 pm Ingatestone Hall, Ingatestone

Sunday 2 Sunday 17 July  2 - 5 pm 8 August  2 - 5 pm Oxney’s Farm, Bannister Green, Nr Felsted

Sunday 4 September  2 - 5 pm Wickhaqm Place Farm, Wickham Bishops

Sunday 11 September  2 - 5 pm Crix, Hatfield Peverel

Sunday 11 September  2 - 5 pm Hatfield Peverel Priory, Hatfield Peverel

Sunday 18 September  2 - 5 pm The Mill House, Fyfield


- 
 -

