Islington Gardeners
www.islingtongardeners.org.uk

NEWSLETTER:  JANUARY – MARCH 2006
A Happy New Year to all our members
Included in this mailing you will find:

1.
A membership renewal form (your membership expires at the end of this month)

2.
Information on the Spring lecture
3.
Calendar of Islington Gardeners events
4.
Contacts list

5.
Information on the Winter and Spring coach trips

New Year's Eve
A lingering autumn with leaves reluctant to fall.  Surely they used all to be down by Bonfire Night?  But the afternoon of New Year's Eve found me sweeping the yard and raking the grass for the last few leaves from the apple tree and a neighbour's sycamore which clung on to their branches against the odds until the windy day which followed the frosty ones after Christmas.  A few flowers linger too to highlight the bare branches and evergreens.  The usual occasional late roses and persevering fuchsias are kept company by a light crimson ivy leaved geranium in a pot near the house which is almost as full of flower as it was in the summer, and there are a couple of blooms on the verbenas pushed into a sheltered corner to provide 2006 cuttings material. 
As if waiting for the past year to take its final bow, the winter flowerers are standing in bud in the wings. The snowdrops and other bulbs are only just starting to show through, maybe a bit slower than in other recent years, winter box is opening its sweet scented but insignificant flowers and the camellias are not quite ready to open.  But a walk round the borders finds many more buds fattening as the next act gets its make-up on.  Just now, it is the interval;  time for a drink, talk about the splendid acts of 2005.  The orchestra is tuning up and the curtain will soon be rising on the show of 2006.     AB
 Website Resurgent
 After a period of dormancy, the Islington Gardeners website is coming back to life.  Our thanks to Sue Lees and her husband William who have completely updated and revamped it.  The address is still the same:  www.islingtongardeners.org.uk.  Go in and have a look.  It has contact details, a library of the last 12 months' newsletters and other articles, links to RHS and other websites of organisations to which we are affiliated, and an embryo members' discussion group.  
Do join in the latter.  Have you got questions or hints about compost making, or combating slugs?  Start  a discussion and let us all exchange our ideas and experiences.  
We will be adding information about IG activities as the year progresses.  Use the site and help us keep our splendid new plant green and growing.  It does not need to be treated as either tender or exotic.
 

Farewell to Pat:
Pat Wardroper, the longest serving member of the committee, has decided to stand down. After so many years (none of us can remember how many) she will be sorely missed.  Pat was membership secretary until four years ago ; was one of the organisers of the popular "Garden Walks" and helpfully did the minutes at the committee meetings.  Her garden will still open under the Yellow Book scheme and is well worth a visit.  On behalf of the remaining committee members I would like to express my thanks to her for her time, energy and expertise.  We wish her well for all her future projects. JC

 

Autumn Glory - Coach Trip to Kent Thursday 22 September 

One of the astonishing facts about Kent is that, within minutes of leaving a busy motorway, you can be lost in narrow country lanes.  And so it was for us, seeking two hidden nurseries on one of the most glorious late summer days,.  Eventually, more by luck than judgement, we reached Downderry Nursery which, on such a day, with the scents of rosemary and lavender hanging in the air, almost resembled Provence.  The staff were friendly and knowledgeable and extolled the virtues of mixing plenty of sand and grit into the Kentish clay to improve the growing medium.  Topped with a substantial layer of gravel (as a mulch) the plants thrived.  Lavender and rosemary hate the combination of cold and damp.

 

A short stroll down another country lane brought us to The Old Walled Garden, the rambling and faintly ramshackle nursery of John and Heather Angrave. Here we enjoyed tea and biscuits and feeding the two dogs that seemed to enjoy our company.  For those who wished to explore, this nursery was a treasure trove of unusual and unfamiliar plants from the Southern Hemisphere.  John and Heather often exhibit at the RHS Vincent Square shows and are well worth seeking out there.

 

And then to Great Comp.  Mr. Cameron, the owner, entertained us with a short introductory talk about his garden which he and his late wife fashioned from several existing gardens and a lettuce field.  The garden is still surrounded by farmland and modern farming practices mean that some fields are covered in plastic, but we were shielded from this eyesore by the mature belt of trees that the Camerons planted to encompass and protect their garden.  Mr. Cameron confided that he was particularly pleased with the colour within the borders.  The flowers, mainly dahlias, crocosmias, rudbeckias and salvias positively vibrated in the sunshine.  Excellent views of the garden were obtained by climbing the sham ruined tower which was built along with the other "ruins" by Mr. Cameron from stone found within the garden. Delicious home made cakes and a salvia dominated sales area provided the temptations.  The garden is a testament to the extraordinary energy of eighty seven year old Mr. Cameron.  JC
 

Forgotten Corners
I’m delighted to report that the Alwyne Castle Strip, St Paul’s Road, N1, has recovered from its recent weeks under the builders’ rubble when the pavement was being reconstructed.  We have since planted yet another batch of super-tough plants, and it is encouraging to see that a fair proportion of earlier planting has survived and even flourished.  In addition, the Greenspace Ranger for the area, Sue Corrick, and two of her colleagues have kindly put in a quantity of bluebells, and we are now hoping that this spring we will have lots of flowers of all sorts.

In Tufnell Park, the Campdale Road hedge has now moved from the drawing board into the earth.  It is a harlequin hedge, giving in due course a succession of white flowers, (choisya, blackthorn, wild damson, hawthorn, pyracantha), and berries, and various leaf effects (golden lonicera, holly, field  maple, and purple berberis).   As it grows, it will be trimmed into an organic sculptural form by Joy Chamberlin, and, we hope, not be stolen.   As it is the length of two tennis courts, it is quite a size and eventually it will be very beneficial for birds and insects.  I envision it as a lateral nature reserve.  We have also spent some of the money provided by Greenspace for Forgotten Corners on several hundred more narcissus pseudonarcissus, and so there will be a line of daffodils along the entire strip of green.

The new website will enable us to show pictures of the Forgotten Corners during 2006.  I hope members who do not live near one of our widely scattered sites will enjoy looking at the photographs.    SL

Hampton Court Palace Flower Show – Window Box and Hanging Basket Competition  

This competition is designed to display Window Boxes and Hanging Baskets to their best advantage as well as to demonstrate the horticultural expertise of Royal Horticultural Society affiliated societies.  It takes place from 4 - 9 July 2006 as part of the RHS Hampton Court show.

In Islington Gardeners' quest for a prize in this prestigious competition, is there anyone who would be willing to help in any way with our entry, eg by raising and nurturing suitable plants in a warm sunny spot?  If you are interested, please call Joy on 7272 4589 as soon as possible.  

QUIZ:  NAME THAT PLANT – Prize:  £10 in garden vouchers
Congratulations to Joan Bennette of Highbury, the winner of the October quiz who was the first to send a complete set of correct answers.  The Garden Vouchers are on their way to her.    The answers were:

1. Verbena bonariensis (Bonariensis refers to Buenos Aires to give the Argentinian connection)
2. Ipomea = Morning Glory (A gardening guru once suggested saving time by learning to love white morning glory!)
3. Oak (Hearts of …)
4. Limnanthes douglasi (The poached egg flower)
5. Erythronium (The tooth of the dog = Dog's Tooth Violet)
6. Tradescantia (Striped wanderer usually seen in a pot – also known as Wandering Jew)
The whole:  found in woods and under hedges and traditionally given on Mother's Day = VIOLET
The January Quiz, slightly belatedly, has a Christmas flavour.  All the plants have a Christmas connection – some more obvious than others.
1. The most beautiful euphorbia comes out at Christmas

2. Of all the trees in the greenwood the … bears the crown
3. Watched by shepherds? - common name for plant with furry leaves

4. A star to follow – botanical name

5. Steal a kiss under its bough

6. A wreath is easily made with this evergreen climber

7. Spick and span and hung with lights

The whole is the botanical name for what could be a wise man in Jerusalem
Answers to:  Alison Barlow, 1 Bingham Street, N1 2QQ, or email alisonbarlow47@aol.com. By 28 February please.
Events for Gardeners:  January – March
RHS London Lecture Spring Programme 

All lectures held at The Lecture Theatre, Lawrence Hall, Greycoat St., SW1

RHS members £4.00 Non members £5.00  Tickets to be booked in advance on 08456 121 253

All lectures start at 2.15pm

17 Jan -Nick Morgan - Tender plants - Growing in your conservatory & the Wisley glasshouse

14 Feb -Troy Scott-Smith - Photographing plants and gardens

14 Mar.- Kevin Hughes- Unusual bulbs for the British garden

18 Mar - Steve Manning- Masdevallias and other miniature orchids

11 Apr - James Akers- Tulips

Islington Gardeners
Sun 12 Feb – winter walk in Bedgebury, Kent
Tue. 14 March - spring lecture at St. James' Hall. Doors open 7.15 for a 7.30pm start.

See insert sheets with this mailing for more details.

London Parks and Gardens Trust

Monday lectures 7.00pm at the Georgian Group Rooms, 6 Fitzroy Square. W1  (Warren St. Tube).  Tickets £6.00 members/£7.00 guests inc. glass of wine available from LPGT, Duck Island Cottage, St. James’ Park, SW1A 2JB, or at the door numbers permitting.  Cheques to "LHPGT".

9 Jan  Span & beyond: Architecture & Landscape - by Ivor Cunningham
13 Feb  The Restoration of Fulham Palace Grounds - by Scott Cooper
13 Mar Gardens on the Grosvenor Estate - by Stephen Smith
10 Apr The Tradescants and Virginia - by Jennifer Potter
Garden History Society
Wednesday lectures 6.30pm, doors open at 6pm, at The Gallery, 70 Cowcross Street, London EC1M 6EJ (Farringdon Tube).  Wine or soft drinks available. Tickets £8.00 may be booked in advance or bought at the door.  Ring 020 7490 2974 to check availability.  Further details from the above address or their website:  www.gardenhistorysociety.org.

22  Feb  Burle Marx and the Tropical Rain Forrest – by Sandra Morris 

1  Mar   National Parks: Why? What?  Where? - by Paul Shepheard  

8 Mar  The Viewing Point – a point of view - by John Phibbs
22 Mar  The Wonder of the North – The development of the designed landscape of Studley Royal – by Mark Newman
Annual Lecture:  16 Feb  A compendium of architectural delights and a garden or two – the A – Z of Britain  - by Lucinda Lambton  (to be held at the Royal Horticultural Halls and Conference Centre,  tickets £15.00).

Making more use of e-mail
A question asked at the AGM was:  why don't we distribute the newsletter, membership forms, coach trip details etc, by e-mail?  Answer:  this is something we have had in mind for a long time, but we have not felt we could impose the task of typing all the e-mail addresses into her computer on our long suffering membership secretary.  
We have now found a way round this.  Those who would like to receive Islington Gardeners mailings electronically can register for this by sending an e-mail to our mailing list address which is:  islingtongardeners1@hotmail.co.uk . This enables your addresses to be collected and saved automatically.  You will also find the address on your membership renewal forms.  Those who do not register for electronic mailings will continue to receive the newsletter etc.in the post.
AGM Quiz
We had no winner for the quiz at the AGM.  We kept everyone much too busy listening to the committee and the guest speaker to find time to think about the answers, so that there were not enough entries for a prize to be awarded.  Interested members can find both questions and answers on the new website.
Pots to Spare
Once again, I have lots of small plastic plant pots, mostly about 8cm.  If you are planning to raise some plants for the Islington Gardeners Sale or other community sales and would like some pots, you can find me at home giving them away on the afternoon of Sunday 29 January or other times by arrangement.  Address at the end of the newsletter.  AB

Magnolia Grandiflora to give away

Come and dig up a 4 – 5ft Magnolia Grandiflora and it is yours.  'Phone Julie Lacey, 020 7226 4098 to arrange a suitable time.  Julie lives in Highbury.
	Next Newsletter:  early April 2006, last date for copy 20th March 2006  to Alison Barlow, 
1 Bingham Street N1 2QQ, or preferably by e-mail to alisonbarlow47@aol.com
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