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NEWSLETTER:  APRIL – JUNE 2007
Included with this newsletter is information on:

The Plant Sale; The Garden Walk; The Sussex Coach trip; The City of London Walk; Islington in Bloom (sent to paper copy recipients only – please display the poster, email recipients please see website).

Spring again…..
I veer between agreeing with those who say all the flowers are coming early this year and the cautious side of me which notes the dead foliage on my fuchsias – ones which would not normally suffer from being left outside – which bear witness to the fact that we have actually had some frosts this winter. The frosts were not so severe that the fuchsias will not recover, and unfortunately, they don’t seem to have done any harm to the pests. Slugs are as prevalent as ever, and there is cabbage whitefly on my sprouting broccoli which has not been in the least deterred. Gardeners can always find something to grumble about….

I have a new grumble, in fact. Normally I grow my own wallflowers from seed, starting in midsummer. They are planted out in autumn and (mostly) flower gloriously in spring. The alternative to this has always been to buy bare-rooted plants in early autumn, which flourish in much the same way. This time, however – having been behind all year because of my illness - I looked for the bare-root plants and found instead small plants in pots. I bought a few, but they are most disappointing compared with the bare-root or home-grown ones. To begin with several of the plants died for no obvious reason after being planted out, and in addition those which have survived are miserable specimens compared with the traditional variety. Instead of good-sized plants with velvety scented flowers they are very dwarf, with miserable little flowers which don’t seem to smell of anything. Even in a window-box they don’t show up at all. I’d be interested to know if any of you have tried this version of the old favourite, and what your experience has been. Was it something I did? On this year’s showing I’d say stick to the bare-root versions, however unpromising they may look initially. TH
Newsletter by Email – An Apology

Congratulations to those who sussed out the correct email address to which to send their own email address to get the newsletter by email.  A stray dot com crept into the address as quoted in the membership renewal form.  The correct address is islingtongardeners1@hotmail.co.uk .  We would like to encourage as many members as possible to receive their newsletter and other mailings this way.  It saves us postage and is a green option as it uses no paper.  We also hope that we may be able to organise a few impromptu events (like a small group for a garden visit by car or public transport) which we can notify quickly to those who join our e-list. 
Urns do Furnish a Garden!

When I first got a garden, a kind friend bought me a book called "The Small Garden" – defined by the author as less than a quarter acre!  The book was full of good advice, but, as I had about 4x5 yards there was little of it I could put to use.  Anthony Noel who gave this year's very well attended Spring Lecture on "Great Little Gardens" (the title of his own book) would have had plenty of ideas for that kind of area.  With a theatrical background and an enthusiasm for the "garden rooms" of some well known gardens like Hidcote, he urges the owner of a small space to think big and use oversized items, especially giant urns, which might not usually be considered for a tiny town garden.  The effect, as his slides proved, can often be stunning.  If you could not get along to the lecture, there is a chance to hear him again at De Beauvoir Gardeners on Tuesday May 1, 8.00 pm in the crypt of St Peter's Church (entrance on Northchurch Terrace N1), entrance £3.00. AB
Climbers – 2006 Experiments and Experiences
Judith Parker writes:  I have a large area of bare, south facing fence, and a north facing wall. I have been experimenting with unusual and mostly tender, or tenderish, climbing plants, some grown from seed, some purchased.

Exotic climbers from seed:  In 2005 I bought a packet of seeds from Mr Fothergill’s Seeds. I sowed them, too late, in May 2006, and germinated them in the kitchen. These were my results:
Red morning glory (ipomea):  This germinated successfully and produced an excellent although late display. As with all morning glories, it is terribly rampant. I liked it at first but got a bit bored with it: I prefer the blackcurrant coloured one.  Tender.

Dolichos lablab, (Lablab purpureus) :  This twining climber has (according to the illustration) an exotic and prolific purple flower. It has not flowered for me this year. It also has a coarse heart shaped leaf, very like a runner bean. The lab lab bean of South East Asia, a staple food, poisonous unless specially cooked, a problem which is unlikely to affect me in this climate since even if it does flower I cannot imagine that the beans will ripen.  It germinated like mad and put on fantastic growth both in the greenhouse and in the open on both south and north facing aspects. Rampantissimo. By New Year it was shrivelling  and collapsed even though we had then hardly had a frost yet. I shall try it again just because I want to try to get some flowers. Not worth growing for the foliage. Very tender. 

Mina lobata:  A really strange plant: with a quite spiky flower raceme a bit like a cross between a crocosmia and a one sided lupin, changing from red to orange to creamy yellow.  Dark stems. Leaves three lobed, pointed, of a delicate mid green, lovely in themselves. Wonderful growth, wonderful flowers, in and outside the greenhouse and on the south-facing fence.  It has disappeared already, so very tender. A must for me next and every year. Easy to germinate and to grow. 

Cobaea scandens - Cup and saucer vine:  Difficult to germinate according to various websites and I got about an 80 % strike rate. It began to flower in the greenhouse and on a north facing bed but not yet on the south facing fence. The flower is very exotic, starting off cream and aging to purple.  There is also a white variety which I shall try to get. Lovely leaves, sort of rounded pinnate, with tendrils, and red stems, attractive in themselves. I have it on both south and north facing walls and so far it seems happiest in shade. Meant to be tender but up to the New Year it was unaffected by the colder weather.

Clematis Helios:  This did not germinate, perhaps because it requires  a cold spell to break seed dormancy. Illustrated as a striking “orange peel “ clematis.

Cardiospermum:  White, insignificant flowers, green balloon like seed cases. A curiosity, good space coverer: not sure I shall bother in 2007. Very tender and has collapsed to a very few unhappy brown balloons on shrivelled stems, no longer attractive. Very tender. . 

In 2007 I am sowing my exotic climbers earlier and I have decided that, tender or not, they are all too rampant for the greenhouse. 
Other climbers 

Dipladenia, also known as Mandevilla:  From Homebase: beautiful, camellia like leaf, trumpet flowers, twining stems. I have the red and a white with a pink tinge. They are said not to tolerate temperatures under 45F, but one (the red once I think) seems to have been thriving in the open ground against the fence until now. The other is now almost defoliated. I have just transferred them into pots and put them in the greenhouse. Since the thriving plant is also bigger and more vigorous  it may be that the other is just simply a weaker plant. Tropaeolum speciosum:  Bought at Hampton Court: I have failed with it before but this time I did exactly as advised (shade, cool peaty root run) and it was dead in a fortnight. Does anyone have the answer?
Plumbago:  I have a blue plumbago from one of Alison Barlow’s cuttings. It is as happy as Larry so far on my south-facing fence. I have given one to a friend in Devon, and another to friends in Cardiff, and I will be interested to hear how they will get on further west but outside London’s micro climate. If you see one at one of our plant sales, I highly recommend it.  (Alison has no current stock of rooted cuttings but will aim to get some going in time for the plant sale – but as there is not much time left for them to get rooted by then will take orders for rooted cuttings for delivery July onwards).

Trachelospermum asiaticum:  I obtained this yellow flowered trachelospermum from Priorswood Clematis Nursery (highly recommended by me, mail order, or direct from the nursery in Ware, Herts: www.priorswoodclematis.co.uk). It has grown away exceptionally well and has a more beautiful glossy leaf, with lighter veins, than jasminoides. It has not has flowered yet.

Schizophragma hydrangeoides:  This is said to be a good alternative to hydrangea petiolaris, and is a hydrangea relation. It is planted in deep shade, in deep soil, on my north facing wall. Although it is sad to like well drained soil it suffered intensely from the drought. I had to favour it with watering above everything else on the north facing aspect. It may do better once it has its roots down.   JP
Forgotten Corners and Wildlife Gardening

Our Forgotten Corners have started into bloom.  We have had a good display of daffodils in the Northampton Triangle, and in the Alwyne Castle Strip, where other spring flowers are opening.  Pictures can be seen on the website.   The Whitehall Park Garden has lime green euphorbia robbiae and helleborus foetidissma in quantity at present, attracting small insects.  Paulette Riggall’s iris sylosi have been in flower for months, and the iphaeions have flowered for the first time.  The Campdale Road hedge continues to be at stick stage, but all survivors seem to be sprouting, and the blackthorn babies are actually covered with little white starry flowers.  The wild daffodils and crocuses have done well.

If any IG member has identified a suitably shabby patch of public ground, no matter how small, which would be better for some TLC and planting and would like to look after it and bring it in to our Forgotten Corner fold, please contact Sue Lees on 7272 3646 or via email: Susan@lees.org.uk.

Islington Gardeners has paid for 1000 snowdrops in the green for Petherton Green, N5 from the grant we received from Islington Council for Forgotten Corners and supplied a quantity of violets from a Committee member’s garden.  These have all been planted by the Friends of Petherton Green.   We look forward to further plantings this year in this very large public space, and we are delighted to be able to help the Friends of Petherton Green, who include several IG members.

While not exactly a Forgotten Corner, the Archway Cuttings South East (the strip of woodland at the south east of the Archway Bridge) was given a careful trim (as opposed to its normal skinhead shave) by the Islington Greenspace Rangers and some local residents and IG members in December, and as a result is looking quite attractive at present.  The snowdrops have been and gone, the narcissus psuedonarcissus are just finishing, the dwarf comfrey, celandines and violets are just starting to flower and the bluebells and ramsoms are putting out lots of leaves.   It is hoped that insect life will be more apparent this year with increased flowering.

While plans are not yet formulated, if any Islington Gardeners would like to join Sue Lees to make a trip to a wildlife garden in Penge (by public transport) please contact Sue and express your interest, and we can then chose a suitable date.

Islington Greenspace and the Ecology Centre are launching a survey of the Borough’s wildlife on 19 May, together with a Wildlife Gardening Pack.   The London Wildlife Trust is also planning a wildlife survey, and will be taking a ‘wildlife garden roadshow’ across the capital.   The LWT is also embarking on a campaign to lobby MPs for gardens to have greater protection from the threat of development, being classified as ‘brownfield’ land.  Full details will be placed on the IG website as they become available.  SL


Gardens to visit by Bus and Train
With spring and summer approaching, many gardeners pore over the NGS Yellow Garden Book and plan the delights of visits. Those, like me, who rely on public transport, will surely include the area round Great Missenden on their hit list.  Two gardens are mentioned which I found far exceeded their descriptions in the YGB when I visited them separately last year. No maps are needed and the ground underfoot is tarmac. One was Gipsy House, home of the late author Roald Dahl (01494.890465). The sunken garden had a simple, slab water feature which I longed to copy. The walled kitchen garden was exquisite, almost like a mini Villandry with its espaliered peaches. And the cakes were delicious.  Close by is a nursery, The Plant Specialist (01494.866650) with pretty displays in individual beds. Also with a loo which customers can use. Both open for NGS visitors: Thursdays 12 April, 10 May, 7 June, 12 July  2-5. Admission £4.

They are in Whitefield Lane. This can be reached in a fifteen minute walk from Great Missenden Station. Travelling on the Metropolitan Line from Kings Cross or Baker Street or Finchley Road, a freedom pass is valid as far as Amersham. Change there (or earlier at Harrow on the Hill) to the Chiltern Line for Great Missenden. 

For Gipsy House, on the same platform as the train from London go up a ramp (signposted with a wheelchair) to reach the road. Turn left then sharp left again into Trafford Road. Continue to a T junction at its far end. Turn right into Whitefield Lane and continue uphill. Soon reach The Plant Specialist on your left, and continue past houses to reach Gipsy House on your right.

The other delightful garden is Overstroud Cottage (01494.862701), Frith Hill, open 2-6 to NGS visitors on Sunday 8th April and 20th May. Admission £2.50. It is close to the medieval parish church where moreish homemade cakes and tea are sold (3-5) on those days and all other Sundays through May until end September.  The front garden slopes down from the white Strawberry Hill Gothic style house and is full of interesting plants, including many from the 17th and 18th centuries such as the primula Hose in Hose. Go up the ramp off the station platform as above, but at the road turn right to cross the rail bridge and go downhill to turn right into the High Street, lined with old pubs and houses. Continue along it to go into Church Street on the left, with more old buildings. Reach Church Lane ahead and continue along as it winds uphill to cross a bridge over the bypass.  Continue to the church ahead. With the church on your right, take a narrow path which slopes up diagonally left across the graveyard. Reach a gate with benches in view beyond. Pass them to reach a road. Cross carefully to pavement and go left downhill and reach a path on the right, with a small sign: Chalkdell Cottage. Go down this path and Overstroud Cottage is the next house. The walk from the station takes twenty minutes.  

The Metropolitan Line & the Chiltern Line are using replacement buses over Easter. 

If you want to do some walking in the area the maps necessary are Landranger 165 Aylesbury & Leighton Buzzard; or Explorer 2 Chiltern Hills North and Explorer 3 Chiltern Hills South.

For experienced ramblers, I notice that several village gardens will be open, though they require longer walks to reach. Same maps as above.

Little Missenden Sunday 10th June 2-6  using Amersham station. 

The Lee Sunday Sunday 27th May 2-5   using Wendover station.

The garden I mentioned in the last newsletter, Benington Lordship, will be open for its herbaceous border week 17th – 22nd June, 2-5. It would be possible to reach it Monday to Saturday using  the newsletter walk and bus 384 details. Do note that just as you can return to Stevenage station by bus, so you can reach Benington village from that station. The bus to catch would be the:

384 at 13.25 from the bus station, 5 minute walk from the rail station. Reaches Benington at 13.52.

Transport numbers  useful for these and upcoming walks:

Rail 08457 484950; tube 020 7222 1234; buses 0870 6082608 dial ext.820 for the SE.

Anyone wanting further walk details can contact me on: maryprutter@aol.com
King Henry’s Walk Garden
This new community garden project in Mildmay received a huge boost recently when the garden was featured on BBC2’s Gardener’s World. Presenter Joe Swift has been involved in the project for over a year now, helping with the designs, giving advice on planting, and coming along to volunteer workdays with his family. The programme focused on the potential of the site, contrasting it with well-established community gardens such as Culpeper, and even some in New York, to give an idea of what King Henry’s Walk Garden can become.

Landscaping works will take place over the next few months, paid for partly by Islington Council but also by money raised by our hard-working fundraisers. We are currently looking for a new treasurer, so if anyone out there with financial experience would like to get involved in this exciting project, please call IG member Nicola Freshwater on 020 7704 1405 or email nicolafreshwater@hotmail.com. For photos and plans of the garden, and information on volunteer workdays, see www.khwgarden.org.uk. 
Trees in pots

I buy plants on impulse without having a home for them. At an RHS autumn show I came away with a cut leaved oriental plane (platanus orientalis digitata ) from the incomparable Bluebell nursery (Bluebellnursery.com). My tree surgeon prevailed on me to rehome a liquidamber, and I rescued an acer from M& S on the M1, and bought another as a special offer on mail order. I had absolutely nowhere to put them in my garden. So I put them in pots. 

I have seen the species platanus orientalis growing in Greece and it is a very large tree (it is an ancestor of our London plane). It tends also to get multi stemmed and to lean. I think that unless someone can offer mine a very happy home where it can sprawl I shall keep it in its pot. I am told that it will like being pruned. It was not properly watered during the drought and lost all its leaves. I then tried to rescue it and it completely refurbished itself: a really surprising survivor. I shall take better care of it from now on but it is good to know that it is so tough. 

I have found acers in general  surprisingly drought resistant (I have others in the garden).  The two that I rescued had very little root so they are being cosseted in lots of nice compost and I have kept them well watered, but I see no reason why they should leave their pots.  

My liquidamber, in a very big pot, is extremely happy, never seems to suffer distress when watering is erratic, and coloured beautifully last autumn. I have read that trees in pots usually colour well because they suffer slight stress from root restriction, even if well watered. 

I also have an olive, which was in a pot until it blew over and broke the pot. It is now in the open ground. It will obviously do well in a pot when I find the right one since it is extremely drought resistant. Next door has a mini olive grove of three trees in the open ground which are wonderful.  JP
Get Potting

Only a few weeks now until the plant sale.  So get ready dividing your perennials and potting them up to bring along.  I am always amazed at the variety of plants we get.  There are often some quite unusual specimens. I have sometimes come away with plants I never previously heard of.   Last year's star buy was a Vestia, currently covered in tubular yellow flowers although it had finished for last year by the time I got it.  Never forget that the plant which is not in flower in May could well (like ceratostigma) be constantly in bloom from August to October.  AB

QUIZ:  NAME THAT PLANT – Prize:  £10 in garden vouchers
Congratulations to Glen Kania of Barnsbury, the winner of the January quiz.  The Garden Vouchers are on their way to him.  The answer to this was: BEECH, made up of :
1. Birch (Graceful airy tree, some have decorative bark)
2. Elm (The English one was once a stately landscape feature)
3. Elder (Pungent small tree for a wild garden)
4. Cedar (Conifer with aromatic wood)
5. Hawthorn (Bad luck to bring the flowers indoors, and sacred to Irish fairies)
For spring, the theme is bulbs, tubers and succulents.

1. Woodland plant with many names, some looking rather like cyclamens (common name)
2. The wind flower

3. Lives for ever (mine don't – the birds dig them up) a subject for a green roof (common name)

4. Summer bulb, often highly scented, a byword for beauty

5. A little South African with starry early summer flowers

6. Big and usually blue, a popular plant for tubs.

The whole is an autumn flowering tuber available in many colours and sizes.
Answers to:  Alison Barlow, 1 Bingham Street, N1 2QQ, or email Alisonbarlow47@aol.com. By 28 May please.  Remember that you need to name all the plants, not just that which makes up the final answer.
Help Needed
Disabled elderly gentleman (and IG member) in Highbury Hill area requires a little help to keep his garden under control. Please call: 020 7359 6525 
Events for Gardeners April to June
Ecology Centre Events

These events are all free unless stated otherwise.  More details in Islington Greenspace and Leisure Events Booklet available from the Ecology Centre 191 Drayton Park N5  tel 7354 5162 or on the Islington Council website (enter "Greenspace diary" in the search box to find it).  For event bookings ring 7527 7262.  Gardening and wildlife highlights include:
Evening Botany Talks – Mondays 6.30 – 8.00pm at Ecology Centre

Spring Wildflowers Walk in Gillespie Park – Sunday 22 April Booking required

Dragonflies & Butterflies in Gillespie Park – Sunday 3 June 1.00 – 3.00pm Booking required

Bats in the Parkland Walk – Friday 1 June 9.15 – 10.30pm meet at Crouch Hill Bridge Booking required

Visit Eco - Park Compost centre  Wednesday 9 May 12.00 – 4.00pm Transport & lunch provided - call 7527 5996 or email irecyclecentre@islington.gov.uk  Check out how your green waste is recycled 
Horticultural Resource Centre Open Day Thursday 31 May 10.00am- 3.00pm.  See where the best bedding in London is grown: call Tomie Durkan 8444 9185 or 07904 104073
Plant Sales
Culpeper Community Gardens Sunday 13 May 11am - 3pm
NCCPG Grand Plant Sale Saturday 5 May 10am – 5pm St Michael's C of E School, North Hill Highgate £2.50
De Beauvoir Gardeners Sunday 6 May from 10.30am Northchurch Terrace

Islington Gardeners Sunday 13 May 2.30 – 4.30 pm, 36 St Mary's Grove (see insert)
Open Gardens

Red Cross Open Village Garden Days (all on Sundays, more information from www.redcross.org.uk/opengardens)

Hertfordshire: 3 June Little Berkhampsted noon - 5pm £3.00, 17 June Weston Village gardens noon - 5pm £5.00, Sun 1st July Chipperfield nr. Kings Langley 2-5pm £4.00

8  July Braughing Village noon - 5pm £5.00

Bedfordshire:  29 Apr 1.30 - 5pm Westoning MK45 5JW £3.50;  27 May 1.30 - 5pm; Milton Bryan MK17 9HR £3.50;  3 June 1.30 - 5pm Milton Ernest MK44 1SG £3.50;  10 June 1.30 - 5pm; Felmersham MK43 7EU £3.50;    1 July 1.30 - 5pm Sharnbrook MK44 1PG £3.50;   15 July 1.30 - 5pm; Ravenstone MK46 5AR £3.50.

Suffolk: 24 June  1 - 6pm Pebmarsh - off A131 Halstead/Sudbury road - 9 gardens £4.00  (Highly recommended)
Details of more Suffolk gardens, and Essex Gardens from the website above.
Local Gardens Open Under the National Gardens Scheme 2007 (all on Sundays)
29 April 2-5.30 Malvern Terrace Gardens, N1, £2.50, Teas, music, plant stall

6 May 2-5 13 Queen Elizabeth’s Walk, N16, £2.50, Teas
13 May 2-5.30 Albion Square Gardens, E8 (15 Albion Drive, 12 Albion Square, 24 Middleton Rd) £5, Teas

20 May 2-6 De Beauvoir Gardens, N1 (132 Culford Rd, 51 Lawford Rd, 23 Northchurch Rd) £5 all or £2 each garden. Teas

3 June 2-6 37 Alwyne Rd, N1 £2.50, Teas, plants for sale; Islington Gardens Group 1 (Barnsbury Wood, 13
College Cross, 44 Hemingford Rd, 36 Thornhill 
Square) £6 or £2 each garden. Teas, plants for sale at Thornhill Square

10 June 10-6
1A Hungerford Rd, N7 £2, Sunday 10 June 2-6 62 Hungerford Rd £2, 2A Penn Rd N7 £2.
24 June 2-6 158 Culford Rd, N1 £2.
8 July 2-6 Islington Gardens Group 2 (2 Northampton Park N1 and 60 St Paul’s Rd, N1) £3.50 or £2 
each garden Teas at 2 Northampton Park

5 August 2-5
13 Queen Elizabeth’s Walk, N16 £2.50 Teas.
Culpeper Community Garden Open day Sunday 10 June 10.00am – 4.00pm 

Open Garden Squares Weekend 2007 Sat/Sun 9/10 June, for details check the NCCPG website www.nccpg.com
Next Newsletter – early July – last date for copy 20th June to Alison Barlow, 1 Bingham Street N1 2QQ or alisonbarlow47@aol.com
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