Spring has finally sprung & the
war on slugs continues…

                                                  Slugs and snails consume enormous amounts of our vegetables and garden flowers.   Despite this I am loathe to go back to using the horrible slug pellets of my gardening youth.

However, most folk seem to disagree, with a 40% increase in pesticide sales per annum.  How these people equate this with the garden as a safe place of recreation and a source of food is beyond me.  
As I have stressed previously, pesticides reduce our gardens to sterile, wildlife ‘un-friendly’ places, in which any food-chains that survive do so at considerable risk.
Where slugs and snails are concerned the possibility of good news is at hand.  It’s all contained in a word – garlic!

Researchers at the University of Newcastle have discovered that garlic has death dealing properties that eliminate both adults and their eggs.  The good news is that a proprietary granular pellet has been manufactured and is currently being trialled on Gardeners World.   
Spring has finally arrived and colour has reappeared in our borders, but let’s not let surface appearances blind us to deeper issues.  Our gardens are multidimensional and what we introduce into our soil sometimes returns to haunt us in the absence of the other things we love.

So instead of using up all your garlic in pizzas and pasta put some aside for the molluscs in your life.  It may even be possible grind a clove or two in a pestle and mortar and make your own spray.  It’s worth a try!
As I write the hedgerows and meadows of our nature reserves are definitely showing signs of Spring: hawthorn leaves have begun to unfurl and blackthorn flowers are looking their best right now.  At Gillespie Park we have three varieties of native violet flowering and looking really good currently.  Blackcap males are vying for partners and declaring territorial rights.  After a hesitant start growth is well and truly into gear for the summer.  Two exciting sightings to report – one a first for Gillespie Park, a beautiful cock pheasant, this was seen about a month back; the other a glorious Brimstone butterfly seen last week on the Parkland Walk being chased by a much smaller Comma butterfly.    
