Dear All

This email is to let you know what is going on with River of Flowers which, like the wildflowers, has gone a little quiet during September and October, apart from the fact that we have just donated the last of the Floral Loans for creating wildflower enclaves in four schools. 

ACTIVITIES IN 2010
The Awards for All funding for the River of Flowers: Urban Meadows project was used to set up the following:

(1) Floral Bank
By providing a floral bank of seeds and plants for people to create wildflower meadows that link with the existing parks and woodland, we are helping to return wildflowers to the urban landscape.
Outcome: Wildflowers and bulbs were donated to: Archway Herbal Clinic, Byam Shaw Art College, Coldfall Primary School, Friends of Dartmouth Park, Girdlestone Estate Gardening Club, Highgate Library, Montem Primary School, Paddington Green Primary School, Pooles Park Primary School, St Josephs School Primary School, Tufnell Park Primary School, Whittington Hospital.
(2) Wildflower Workshops & Talks
By running these workshops, we are helping people who may or may not have horticultural experience to grow wildflowers at home, on allotments and around orchards. This is a practical solution since most of the land for cultivation in Britain is in private spaces, held in front and back gardens, on roof terraces and balconies. Wildflowers from the workshops ended in so many places including on the roof of Budgens Supermarket, Crouch End in the Food From the Sky Project!
Outcome: Twenty-one wildflowers workshops, talks and events were held with one, the Wildflower Symposium, still to come.
(3) A Wildflower Symposium
By celebrating the role that wildflowers play in human society at the Wildflower Symposium (where we will present the results of the River of Flowers Urban Meadows Project and the GIS Wildflower Mapping project), we will also be celebrating the new meadows in London that have been created directly or indirectly through River of Flowers. Speakers will be invited to talk on different aspects of bringing wildflowers into cities, and there could be screenings, an exhibition of photographs and and free wildflower food and drink. The Wildflower Symposium is to be a celebration with a serious side. A date in early December 2010 is proposed - more on this later.
FUTURE PROJECTS 2011
(1) Urban Meadows: Floral Bank
This is a project we will always run since it is central to the River of Flowers ethos.
(2) Set The Seeds Free
This project was originally planned for 2010 so hopefully it will go ahead in May or June of 2011. More on this later but it entails planting wildflowers along the river Thames and a festival.   
(3) Bee Campaign 
River of Flowers has been invited to be part of a major Bee Campaign starting next year. Naturally wildflowers are mutually dependent on their pollinators as both are two halves of the same unit. The demise of the bee and other pollinators leads to the demise of the wildflowers.
River of Flowers continues to grow - new organisations we have linked with recently are the Kensington & Chelsea Meanwhile MIND Garden and the Chelsea Physic Garden. River of Flowers could be linking up with Brompton Cemetery and Kennington Park soon.
Regards
Kathryn
All the flowers of all our tomorrows are in the seeds of today

