The River of Flowers 2010: Update

The River of Flowers movement www.riverofflowers.org  was launched in north London in December 2008 when various community and voluntary groups began working together with the Archway Herbal Clinic to preserve and promote wildflowers.

River of Flowers has work planned throughout in 2010 to promote biodiversity through wildflowers especially apt as this is the Year of International Biodiversity. River of Flowers has been given funds by Awards for All (Big Lottery) to run a festival next summer called Wild in the City as cities represent some of the most environmentally and biologically degraded ecosystems on earth, and heavy urbanisation has resulted in the decimation of many native species. 

River of Flowers has prompted the development of several wildflowers projects including the (1) Urban Meadows: Floral Bank Project that provides free native wild plants and seeds to create new ‘pollination streams’ of meadow or woodland. In this way, we hope to create a ‘river’ of flowers running throughout London and beyond. The Floral Bank is sponsored by public donations as well as the Awards for All funding. So far we have donated wild flowering bulbs to the Whittington NHS Trust, Highgate Library, Girdlestone Estate, Archway Herbal Clinic and Coldfall Primary School. 

Through the (2) Roving Exhibitions Project, we hope to donate willow planters of wildflowers to schools that have little green space or gardens so school children can have the experience of a living Nature Table to learn more about wildflowers. We are in the process of setting up courses on Growing Wildflowers at Home and Growing Medicinal Wildflowers sponsored by the Archway Herbal Clinic and the NIMH (National Institute of Medical Herbalists) Education Fund.

River of Flowers has commenced mapping ‘where the wild flowers are’ through the (3) GIS Wildflower Mapping Project sponsored by Middlesex University. What is unique about this project is that if we can get more funding we will train people in GIS to upload information on wildflowers on to the River Map via a River of Flowers administrator so they can be directly involved in creating the layered map. Up until now, GIS mapping has been the province of experts who sell it at a high price. Of course, rare plants and animals should and will be protected. However, with modern technology, the identification and uploading information on wildflowers is already within the capacity of everyone, and we want to be in the position of creating that facility to benefit the environment.

River of Flowers not only links groups concerned with the environment and conservation but also groups that work with food growing, beekeeping, plant medicine, and climate change initiatives. The River of Flowers hopes to act like a ‘river’ running through these groups as a channel for communication and connection.

At the moment, River of Flowers is growing fast though London. We appeared with Slow Food London and with Pestival at the Southbank Centre, London, last September when many people from south, east and west London have joined who are hoping to create their wildflower gardens this year. Anyone can join River of Flowers, there is no membership fee. If people want to donate to us, all the money goes to the Floral Bank and we give this out to various community groups in the form of wild plants and seeds. We are presently getting together a special Wildflower Meadow Mix to plant in the spring that will give glorious colour and interest most of the year round yet be wonderful for the bees, butterflies and birds!

Problems with the environment often feel too ‘vast’ for ordinary people who look on it as within the remit of governments and great nations but planting wildflowers is a ‘simple’ yet key act that most of us can perform to bring us one step closer to valuing and supporting our Earth and all its treasures. 
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