My favourite websites

I thought it might be interesting to post a note on the website about gardening websites and on line information. I hope that you will send in your own suggestions. 

Some plants sales sites have on line catalogues and allow order on line. Some have catalogues which are in PDF form (Portable Document Format) which you can read with Acrobat reader and are printable. (For more information, just type “PDF” into a search engine: see below). 

I am sure that I am preaching to the converted and you are all much more expert than me: but just in case you are not, may I make some suggestions with regard to search engines.

It is quite amazing what you can find by using a search engine. You will either have a box which says “search” next to it, (separate from the website address box) or a button saying “search” on which you click or you can use a search facility such as www.askjeeves.com or www.yahoo.com or www.google.co.uk. Sometimes it will ask you whether you meant to use an alternative spelling. (I have even managed to find poems and books that I had forgotten by typing in some half remembered phrase or title).

Thus with plants.

Just type in, for example, “acer bloodgood height and spread”,  and you will usually turn up the information you need as well as any number of sites where the plant is described or available.

Wikipedia sometimes has some interesting entries. Just type in the name of the plant and wikipedia, or search www.wikipedia.org.

If you are looking to source a particular plant you just need to type in its name: and, if you are serious about buying, should highlight the box for UK as opposed to worldwide sites. But a worldwide search often turn up some really interesting sites: including those with descriptions of new cultivars not available here particularly on US websites.

Tinkering around on a search engine also provides links to fascinating discussion groups. For instance I have just looked up “origins of rhododendron” as a result of a discussion in California with my host, who claimed that the rhododendron is a US native (he was right, up to a point). As a result I found 

www.ubcbotanicalgarden.org/forums  

which is one of the University of British Columbia Botanical Garden discussion forums. They write: “UBC Botanical Garden is located in Vancouver, Canada. The garden provides these forums for people from around the world to discuss plants and gardening with input from UBC researchers, staff and volunteers and other contributing experts.”

And also the American Rhododendron Society

www.rhododendron.org 

Recently I discovered Chrissie Harden’s website and diary about her garden in the West Midlands: the diary is no longer on line because she is writing a weekly column in Garden News, but she has an archive of diary entries plus photos over a six year period, including a list of birds seen, plus some poetry, but you can ignore that if you want. 

www.thegardener.btinternet.co.uk
I also discovered Kari’s garden. This lady runs a small online nursery somewhere in the West of England and some of her plants are quite unusual but she also writes on line articles and what she writes is a pleasure to read

www.karisgarden.com. 

As a result of on line searching I quite often find www.davesgarden.com, an American online discussion group and database.  It is a bit variable but contributors frequently discuss their experience of growing a particular plant, which can be very helpful. 

I have also (although I have not saved the links) found myself reading blogs from North America and Canada along with pictures, about gardens and particular plants, usually because I have just typed in the name of a particular plant.

Catalogues of course provide wonderful reading.

My absolute favourite on line catalogue is that of the incomparable Bluebell Nursery in South Derbyshire

www.bluebellnursey.com 

They are also very helpful on the phone. I only wish that they had on line photos of everything in their collection.

The very exciting Crug Farm nursery run by plant hunters Bleddyn and Sue Wynn-Jones in North Wales has a wonderful website at www.crug-farm.co.uk with details of events, an enormous catalogue on PDF and an exceptionally helpful database allowing search by name, colour, size, aspect, soil, key word, or alphabetically. Lots of photographs. Mail order.

Pennard Plants, who gave our 2006 Spring lecture, specialise in South African plants, as well as a range of other interesting varieties, and their website (on line order) is accessible and informative with some lovely photographs. www.pennardplants.com   

Priorswood Clematis have also lectured to us. Their website is worth a visit, although presently they only offer mail order as opposed to on line ordering. www.priorswoodclematis.co.uk 

Secret Seeds is an online order business which can also be visited in Devon and has an amazing list of unusual plants and sends out seeds with very detailed growing instructions.  They also provide an on line guide to sowing and germination which is extremely informative. 

www.secretseeds.com 

The big firms (Thompson and Morgan, Mr Fothergill etc) also have on line catalogues, but are not particularly interesting in themselves.  

Santa Fe Greenhouses is a nursery that I visited in New Mexico. You can sign up for an online newsletter. New Mexico is at 7,500 feet and extremely dry with alkaline soil (what there is of it: they call it the “High Desert” or “xeriscape”) but they have some interesting thoughts with regard to water conservation.

www.highcountrygardens.com 

These are just a few examples of the enormous number of websites available that I know about from various sources, and give a flavour of what is available. 

And of course, there is our own wonderful website about which you will already know if you are reading this online at www.islingtongardeners.org.uk: if you have forgotten the address, you simply have to type in “islington gardeners”.
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