London House Sparrow Parks Project

A new project is being set up to help house sparrows in London. 

Urban and suburban house sparrows have declined nationally by about 60 % since the mid 1970s. House sparrow declines have been worst in London and the east and south east of England. Very few can now be found near the centre of London.

Research so far has shown that a main cause of the house sparrow decline is probably a lack of insects for chicks to eat. Adult sparrows also need a rich source of seeds, and places to nest and roost - such as thick (preferably native) deciduous trees and shrubs, and holes in buildings.

Following on from this research, the new project will look at parks in London as an important potential source of seeds and insects for sparrows to eat.

Working in partnership with seven Borough Councils and other organisations in London, with funding from SITA Trust through the Landfill Communities Fund, the RSPB will be running trials of different habitat management types in parks. The trials will test whether long grass, wildflower meadows, or a tailored ‘wildlife seed mix’ best provide the foods that house sparrows need.

The trials, over three years, will be on a number of sites owned or managed by the Lee Valley Regional Park Authority, City of London, The Royal Parks, Wandsworth Borough Council, Islington Council, Southwark Council and Sutton Council.

Parks in Islington that are involved with the project are Laycock Street Open Space, Paradise Park and Whittington Park.

Hopefully the project will demonstrate some simple measures that can be used in parks to encourage sparrows and other wildlife. Gardens and parks cover more than half of Greater London, so creating the right habitat for sparrows could also be great for butterflies, bees, grasshoppers, and other urban birds.

We hope the project will also raise awareness of the plight of the ‘Cockney sparra’, and that we can encourage people to consider sparrows in their own gardens too, beyond providing bird feeders, water or nestboxes. Leaving areas of longer grass and maintaining thick shrubby vegetation should help provide them with somewhere safe to feed, roost and nest. 

There are opportunities available to volunteer on the project, either by helping with bird monitoring, or by helping us explain the project to local residents through leaflet drops and on-site events. If you would like to enquire about volunteering, or have further questions about the project, you can contact the RSPB London Office on 

020 7808 1260. 
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